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Agriculture Supports S. 3711
the Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

July 21, 2006 - Washington, DC — The 106 members of the Agriculture Energy Alliance
(AEA) urge the Senate to pass S. 3711, the Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act. AEA
continues to be concerned with high natural gas prices and the negative effect these prices
have on agriculture. Our immediate goal is to ensure that every effort is made to support
passage of the Act.

AEA urges Congress to pass legislation quickly that will significantly improve natural
gas supply in the United States. Throughout debate on energy policy the AEA has
consistently encouraged Congress to pass legislation that would allow expanded natural
gas production in the Outer Continental Shelf.

The AEA represents a broad-based coalition of farm organizations and agribusinesses
that face a crisis because of government policies that have created demand for natural gas
while at the same time restricting access to supply sources. The farm sector depends on
significant amounts of natural gas for food processing, irrigation, crop drying, heating
farm buildings and homes, and production of crop protection chemicals and nitrogen
fertilizers.

Additional supply of American energy resources is important to maintaining a
competitive agricultural sector. AEA supports S. 3711, the Gulf of Mexico Energy
Security Act, that will provide an enhanced role for development of offshore energy
resources leading to a more diverse portfolio and additional supplies of natural gas. We
stand ready to work with Congress on this extremely important legislation that is critical
to U.S. farmers, agribusiness and other U.S. energy consumers.
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