May 18, 2006

Agriculture Energy Alliance

Representing agriculture as a producer and consumer of energy

Agriculture Energy Alliance Supports Peterson Outer Continental Shelf
Provision in Interior and Environmental Appropriations Bill

Dear Member of Congress:

The 104 members of the Agriculture Energy Alliance urge you to vote against the
Putnam/Capps amendment that would reverse Congressman John Peterson’s amendment to the
Interior and Environment Appropriations bill approved last week. The Peterson amendment is
critical to American agriculture because it would lift the federal moratorium on natural gas
exploration in the Outer Continental Shelf. This is a positive step towards securing additional
supplies of natural gas so important to American farmers, ranchers and agribusinesses.

The Agriculture Energy Alliance represents a broad-based coalition of farm organizations and
agribusinesses that face a crisis because of public policies that have created demand for natural
gas while at the same time have restricted access to supply sources. The farm sector depends on
significant amounts of natural gas for food processing, irrigation, crop drying, heating farm
buildings and homes and production of crop protection chemicals and nitrogen fertilizers. Today,
natural gas accounts for over 90 percent of the cost of producing the most widely used nitrogen

fertilizer, anhydrous ammonia.

Members of the Agriculture Energy Alliance urge you to vote NO on the Putnam/Capps
Amendment to the Interior and Environment Appropriations bill.
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